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by Yaeko Sugama Weldon and Linda E. Austin. 

 

“Who Wanted War Anyway” 

  

Cherry Blossoms in Twilight is the fascinating true story of another culture, 

another era, another perspective.  Co-author Linda Austin chronicles the life of 

her mother, Yaeko Sugama Weldon, as she grew up in a small town outside 

Tokyo and there experienced the Depression years, World War II and the Allied 

Occupation.  Ms. Sugama married an American serviceman against her family’s 

wishes and moved to the United States in 1958.  She shares the details of the 

Japanese culture of her time and the bittersweet events of her life during an 

historically significant era.  This simply written, highly educational memoir is 

sure to strike a chord with readers, not only those who lived through that same 

era, but also those of the younger generation who will never find such history in 

a textbook. It is a story of shared humanity and hope that is also important 

today considering the current turmoil in the Middle East. 

 
Yaeko’s memories, written down by her daughter Linda for her own 

family, are a remarkable gift for all young people as well as for 

those who recall this period from their own perspectives. – Frances 

Benham, PhD, Retired Library Director 

 

Cherry Blossoms In Twilight is a cross-cultural jewel, sparkling 

with very private glimpses of what it was like to grow up in Japan 

during and after WWII… - Nancy Pugh, President, Japan America 

Society Women’s Association of St. Louis, MO 

 

 

Illustrated, contains appendices of songs and photos, glossary/index 

Suggested retail price $12.95, for ages 9 and older 
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